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Promoting ecosystem based marine management through a marine ecological
classification and zoning system

Abstract

Ecosystem based ocean management is an important means of building marine ecological civilization.
The current marine ecological classification and zoning in China comprehensively sorts out the types and
natural geographical characteristics of marine ecosystems, divided the Chinese seas and adjacent waters
into several levels of ecological spatial units according to different scales, effectively characterizes the
geographical distribution features of marine biological communities and their habitats, and provides
effective support for ecosystem based marine management. This study analyzed the practical
significance of marine ecological classification and zoning. Based on a review of the development of
marine ecological classification and zoning, this study introduces the practical experience and application
prospects of marine ecological classification and zoning in China, and puts forward suggestions for the
implementation path of ecosystem based marine management.
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Promoting ecosystem based marine management through

a marine ecological classification and zoning system

LU Wenhai LI Xiao® CUI Meng
(National Marine Data and Information Service, Tianjin 300171, China)

Abstract Ecosystem based ocean management is an important means of building marine ecological civilization. The current marine
ecological classification and zoning in China comprehensively sorts out the types and natural geographical characteristics of marine
ecosystems, divided the Chinese seas and adjacent waters into several levels of ecological spatial units according to different scales,
effectively characterizes the geographical distribution features of marine biological communities and their habitats, and provides
effective support for ecosystem based marine management. This study analyzed the practical significance of marine ecological
classification and zoning. Based on a review of the development of marine ecological classification and zoning, this study introduces
the practical experience and application prospects of marine ecological classification and zoning in China, and puts forward
suggestions for the implementation path of ecosystem based marine management.

Keywords ocean management, ecological classification, ecological zoning, ecosystem
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