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Layout of comprehensive functional regions and recent regional guidelines in
China

Abstract

The overall strategy of the “four major sectors”, the regional major strategies and the major functional
oriented zoning strategy have strongly supported the regional coordinated development in China.
However, it also brings the risk of exacerbating the imbalance and incoordination of regional development
due to strategic differences and segmentation. Based on an analysis of the trends in regional coordinated
development in China, this study puts forward the layout of China's comprehensive function regions,
which divides the mainland of China into 10 regions: the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the Yangtze River
Delta region, the middle reaches of Yangtze River basin, the upper reaches of Yangtze River basin, the
Southern coastal region, the lower reaches of Yellow River basin, the Ji shaped bay area of the Yellow
River basin, the Northeast region, the arid region of Northwest China, and the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, with
the functional orientation and recent key tasks of different regions addressed. The layout of
comprehensive function regions highlights the full coverage of territorial space, and the guidance of core
area and maijor strategies. Moreover, it is conducive to promoting the convergence and integration of the
overall strategy of the “four major sectors”, the regional major strategies, and the major functional
oriented zoning strategy.
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Figure 1 Differentiation characteristics of regional GDP growth in China from 2012 to 2022
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Figure 2 Logical relationship among regional coordinated development strategy,

regional major strategies and major functional oriented zoning strategy
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Layout of comprehensive functional regions and

recent regional guidelines in China

JIN Fengjun'? CHEN Zhuo' FAN Jie'?
(1 Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Beijing 100101, China;
2 College of Resources and Environment, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract The overall strategy of the “four major sectors”, the regional major strategies and the major functional oriented zoning
strategy have strongly supported the regional coordinated development in China. However, it also brings the risk of exacerbating the
imbalance and incoordination of regional development due to strategic differences and segmentation. Based on an analysis of the
trends in regional coordinated development in China, this study puts forward the layout of China’s comprehensive function regions,
which divides the mainland of China into 10 regions: the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the Yangtze River Delta region, the middle
reaches of Yangtze River basin, the upper reaches of Yangtze River basin, the Southern coastal region, the lower reaches of Yellow
River basin, the Ji shaped bay area of the Yellow River basin, the Northeast region, the arid region of Northwest China, and the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, with the functional orientation and recent key tasks of different regions addressed. The layout of comprehensive
function regions highlights the full coverage of territorial space, and the guidance of core area and major strategies. Moreover, it is
conducive to promoting the convergence and integration of the overall strategy of the “four major sectors”, the regional major
strategies, and the major functional oriented zoning strategy.

Keywords regional coordinated development, comprehensive functional regions, spatial layout, regional guideline
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