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Bibliometric Study on Research Collaboration among the Belt and Road Areas
and Countries

Abstract

Scientific research collaboration is an important step to promote the implementation of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Based on Scopus database of Elsevier, in this study, we scientometrically analyze the overall
output, features of international collaboration, patterns of the Belt and Road collaboration, and
partnerships for the Belt and Road areas and countries. The results show that the scientific research
output of these areas and countries differs significantly, and demonstrate an uneven distribution. The
degree of international collaboration among the Belt and Road areas and countries varies greatly, and the
proportion of sole-country-publications is high. The density of the Belt and Road collaboration for most
areas or countries is low. China locates in the centre of the Belt and Road collaboration network.
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Bibliometric Study on Research Collaboration among
the Belt and Road Areas and Countries

Ding Jielan'? Yang Liying' Sun Hairong' Liu Xiwen' Huang Xiangyang' Yue Ting'
Chen Liyue'” Zhu Manman' Chen Fuyou' Wang Xuezhao'
(1 National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;
2 University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )
Abstract  Scientific research collaboration is an important step to promote the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative. Based on
Scopus database of Elsevier, in this study, we scientometrically analyze the overall output, features of international collaboration, patterns of
the Belt and Road collaboration, and partnerships for the Belt and Road areas and countries. The results show that the scientific research output
of these areas and countries differs significantly, and demonstrate an uneven distribution. The degree of international collaboration among the
Belt and Road areas and countries varies greatly, and the proportion of sole-country-publications is high. The density of the Belt and Road
collaboration for most areas or countries is low. China locates in the centre of the Belt and Road collaboration network.

Keywords international collaboration, the Belt and Road Initiative, scientific research output, scientometircs
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