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Strategic Approach on Promoting Reform of China's Natural Protected Areas
System with National Parks as Backbone

Abstract

China has formed a natural protected areas system with various types and functions, which has played an
important role in protecting important natural ecosystems and biodiversity. However, for a long time,
China basically implemented a "rescue" conservation strategy, focused on protected area expansion, and
ignored the improvement of management quality and ability. The construction and management of
protected area cannot keep China's pace of promoting ecological civilization construction. The report of
the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China proposes to establish a natural protected
areas system with national parks as the main backbone, which poses urgent demands on promoting the
revolution of the natural protected areas system in China. Firstly, this study deeply analyzed a series of
outstanding problems facing China's natural protected areas system, which included the lack of top-level
design and system planning, weak legal system, insufficient multi-participation, shortage of funds,
unclear land ownership, fierce conflict between conservation and development, weak management
capacity, etc. On this basis, the study proposes to promote a systematic reform of China's natural
protected areas system. First, promote the top-level design, system planning, and legislative
arrangements on the natural protected areas system. Second, improve the property right system of
protected areas. Third, build governance system and promote multi-governing of protected areas. Then,
expand the scope of space governance of protected areas, and facilitate coordinated development
between protected areas and surrounding areas. Finally, establish a mechanism for realizing the value of
ecological products in and around protected areas.
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Strategic Approach on Promoting Reform of China’s Natural Protected
Areas System with National Parks as Backbone

HUANG Baorong' MA Yonghuan® HUANG Kai® SU Liyang' ZHANG Conglin' CHENG Duowei' WANG Yi"*
(1 Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;
2 Information Center of Ministry of Natural Resources of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100812, China;
3 College of Environmental Science and Engineering, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China;

4 School of Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China )
Abstract  China has formed a natural protected areas system with various types and functions, which has played an important role in
protecting important natural ecosystems and biodiversity. However, for a long time, China basically implemented a “rescue” conservation
strategy, focused on protected area expansion, and ignored the improvement of management quality and ability. The construction and
management of protected area cannot keep China’s pace of promoting ecological civilization construction. The report of the 19th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China proposes to establish a natural protected areas system with national parks as the main backbone,
which poses urgent demands on promoting the revolution of the natural protected areas system in China. Firstly, this study deeply analyzed a
series of outstanding problems facing China’s natural protected areas system, which included the lack of top-level design and system planning,
weak legal system, insufficient multi-participation, shortage of funds, unclear land ownership, fierce conflict between conservation and
development, weak management capacity, etc. On this basis, the study proposes to promote a systematic reform of China’s natural protected

areas system. First, promote the top-level design, system planning, and legislative arrangements on the natural protected areas system. Second,
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improve the property right system of protected areas. Third, build governance system and promote multi-governing of protected areas. Then,
expand the scope of space governance of protected areas, and facilitate coordinated development between protected areas and surrounding
areas. Finally, establish a mechanism for realizing the value of ecological products in and around protected areas.

Keywords national park, natural protected areas, governance system, reform
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