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Study on Regional Economic Development Disparity and Its Evolution
Between Southern and Northern China

YANG Duogui"™"  LIU Kaidi"”>  ZHOU Zhitian"”

(1 Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China;

2 School of Public Policy and Management, University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China;

3 Tangshan Academy of Scientific Development, Intercross-Science Research Centre for Natural Science and Social Science,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Tangshan 063000, China )

Abstract  The principal contradiction faced by Chinese society has evolved. Now it is the contradiction between unbalanced and inadequate

development and the people’s ever-growing needs for a better life. Among all aspects of the unbalanced development, the unbalance of

regional development is one of the most severe problems, which has become the most severe problem of our society in the new era. This

study compares and analyzes the GDP and fiscal revenue of the north and south regions of China since 1953, drawing the conclusion that the

economic development between south and north regions in China can be divided into four periods. The first period is from 1953 to 1978, when

the economic conditions of the two regions were at the same stage. The second period is from 1979 to 2003, during which period the economic
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level of the south region began to precede the north region. The third period is from 2004 to 2012. The fourth phase started from 2013, the
year became the jumping point of economic development gap between north and south regions. The regional economic development disparity
between southern and northern China came to the worst stage in 2016. Concentration on regional economic disparity has been paid to the
east, middle, and west China for a long time, yet the disparity between southern and northern China is very severe. In the period of principal
contradiction changing, the economic development disparity between south and north regions of China needs more attention and more effective
solution.

Keywords regional economy, development disparity, comparison between southern and northern China
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