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Rise of Science City in Zhongguancun (1951-1999)

Abstract

In April 1951, the Beijing Municipal Government "reserved considerable development land" in the area of
"south of Tsinghua, east of Haidian, west of Beijing-Suiyuan Railway, north of Daniwan". In October 1953,
Chinese Academy of Sciences settled there, and since then, there has the "formal name"-Zhongguancun.
As of 1966, there were 118 research institutes directly in Chinese Academy of Sciences, and 28 in Beijing,
22 of which were at Zhongguancun. In October 1980, Chen Chunxian's "Advanced Technology
Development Service Department of Beijing Plasma Society" was founded there, which opened the
prelude to "Zhongguancun Electronic Street". In May 1988, the Beijing New Technology Industry
Development Experimental Zone was born on the basis of "Electronic Street". In May 1999, the State
Council decided to speed up the construction of the Zhongguancun Science and Technology Park. Since
then, Zhongguancun has transcended the concept of geography and has become a symbol of high
technology. The glory of Zhongguancun is inseparable from the development and institutional reform of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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Rise of Science City in Zhongguancun (1951—-1999)

YANG Xiaolin
(Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China )

Abstract  In April 1951, the Beijing Municipal Government “reserved considerable development land” in the area of “south of
Tsinghua, east of Haidian, west of Beijing-Suiyuan Railway, north of Daniwan”. In October 1953, Chinese Academy of Sciences
settled there, and since then, there has the “formal name” - Zhongguancun. As of 1966, there were 118 research institutes directly
in Chinese Academy of Sciences, and 28 in Beijing, 22 of which were at Zhongguancun. In October 1980, Chen Chunxian’s
“Advanced Technology Development Service Department of Beijing Plasma Society” was founded there, which opened the prelude to
“Zhongguancun Electronic Street”. In May 1988, the Beijing New Technology Industry Development Experimental Zone was born on
the basis of “Electronic Street”. In May 1999, the State Council decided to speed up the construction of the Zhongguancun Science and
Technology Park. Since then, Zhongguancun has transcended the concept of geography and has become a symbol of high technology.
The glory of Zhongguancun is inseparable from the development and institutional reform of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Keywords Zhongguancun, science city, Electronic Street, institutional reform, experimental zone
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