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Benefit and Risk of Utilizing Antimicrobials in Animal Husbandry Development

Abstract

For decades, antimicrobials have played a key role in helping and protecting the sound development of
animal husbandry. Undoubtedly, for intensive farming, antibiotics will still be one of the essential
strategies for preventing and treating the bacterial infectious disease in a very long time. Nevertheless,
due to the widely use of antimicrobials, the resistant bacteria and antimicrobial resistance have emerged,
which become a severe challenge threatening the whole public for returning to the "pre-antibiotic era". For
comprehensively understanding of this issue, here this study focuses on the pros and cons of using
antibiotics in livestock, global experience in balancing the use of drugs and the control of antimicrobial
resistance, and the advices and strategies are raised specifically for China.
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Benefit and Risk of Utilizing Antimicrobials in

Animal Husbandry Development

YU Yang FANG Liangxing ZHOU Yufeng SUN Jian LIAO Xiaoping LIU Yahong

( College of Veterinary Medicine, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China )

Abstract

For decades, antimicrobials have played a key role in helping and protecting the sound development of animal husbandry.

Undoubtedly, for intensive farming, antibiotics will still be one of the essential strategies for preventing and treating the bacterial

infectious disease in a very long time. Nevertheless, due to the widely use of antimicrobials, the resistant bacteria and antimicrobial

resistance have emerged, which become a severe challenge threatening the whole public for returning to the “pre-antibiotic era”. For
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comprehensively understanding of this issue, here this study focuses on the pros and cons of using antibiotics in livestock, global
experience in balancing the use of drugs and the control of antimicrobial resistance, and the advices and strategies are raised specifically
for China.
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